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Track Core Subjects and Strands 

Subject Strand 

English: Reading Word Reading 
Comprehension 

English: Writing Spelling 
Handwriting & Presentation 
Composition 
Vocab, Punctuation & Grammar 

English: Spoken Language Spoken Language 
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Track Core Subjects and Strands 

Subject Strand 

Mathematics Place Value  
Addition & Subtraction  
Multiplication & Division  
Addition, subtraction, multiplication & division  
Fractions 
Ratio 
Algebra 
Measurement  
Geometry Shapes  
Geometry Position & Direction  
Statistics 
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Track Core Subjects and Strands 

Subject Strand 

Science Living Things 
Plants 
Animals & humans 
Evolution 
Rocks 
States of Matter 
Light 
Forces & Magnets 
Sound 
Electricity 
Materials 
Earth & Space 
Seasonal Changes 
Science Working Scientifically 
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Track Foundation Subjects 

Subject Strand 

Art & Design Art & Design 

Computing  Computing 

Design & Technology Design & Technology 

Foreign Language Foreign Language 

Geography Geography 

History History 

Music Music 

PE PE 
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Before you start 

Ensure your Programme of Study resources have been imported by 

clicking on the new icon at the far right of your SIMS tool bar. 

You should load into the screen below, if you do not, please contact us to 

arrange import of the resources. 
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Setting Your School Expectations 

The new curriculum framework allows schools to plan the delivery of the 

curriculum in the most appropriate way for their individual cohorts. 

While it is not essential to set out School Expectations in order to use the 

Programme of Study, doing so can provide useful analysis.   

It can also ensure that the delivery of the Programme of Study is set at a 

consistent and appropriate pace across the academic year and ensures that 

class teachers are fully aware of your expectations of them. 
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Setting Your School Expectations 

On the Programme of Study Screen, ensure that you have selected the 

Subject, Strand, Year Group and Term, then click the Populate button. 
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Setting Your School Expectations 

The Blue row is locked as this shows the expectations the DfE have of you 

over the whole academic year.  The Yellow row allows you to set School 

Expectations on a half termly basis.  
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Setting Your School Expectations 

To set a school expectation, simply click on the Yellow N and change it to a 

Y. 
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Setting Your School Expectations 

The screen below shows that we have set Statutory Expectation 1 in Word 

Reading as a School Expectation for Year 1 in the first half of the Autumn 

Term.   
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Locking Your School Expectations 

Once you have set your expectations for each half term you can lock these 

in place to avoid accidental changes.  

You will need to have SIMS Permissions of Assessment Operator or 

Assessment Co-ordinator in order to lock or unlock the School Expectations. 

You can choose to set your school expectations in advance ie: Expectations 

set at the start of the year for the whole academic year.   

You may wish to set the expectations on a more reactive basis and set them 

at the start of each half term based on previous attainment. 
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Locking Your School Expectations 

Once your School Expectations are set simply click the Lock Targets button 

at the top of the data entry screen. 
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Accessing Programme of Study – Class Teacher 

Class teachers will access Programme of Study through the same route. 

If you have multiple registration groups in a year group they will want to only 

see the pupils that they teach in the data entry screen. 

To restrict the view of pupils to only those they wish to record data about 

they can add a registration group column and then filter to only show their 

class. 

There are other additional information columns which can add useful context 

to the screen as they enter data about their pupils attainments. 
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Accessing Programme of Study – Class Teacher 

To add an additional information column simply right click on the large grey 

column header at the top of the list of pupils and then left click on the Select 

Additional Student Columns dialogue. 
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Accessing Programme of Study – Class Teacher 

A pop up box will appear as below. In order to filter by Registration Group 

simply place a tick in the box and click OK. 
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Accessing Programme of Study – Class Teacher 

In this example I have also chosen to display the SEN Status and the Pupil 

Premium Indicator. 
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Accessing Programme of Study – Class Teacher 

Once you have made your selections and clicked OK you will be returned to 

the Programme of Study data entry screen and any additional information 

columns you have chosen to display will be shown in grey between the 

student names and the data entry area. 
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Accessing Programme of Study – Class Teacher 

To restrict the view to a single class group, click on the filter icon which will 

appear when you hover over any of the column headers. 
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Accessing Programme of Study – Class Teacher 

Simply place a tick in the box of the class you wish to enter or review data 

for and click OK. 
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Accessing Programme of Study – Class Teacher 
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Entering Data - Formative  

There are a number of ways to enter data into the formative area of the 

screen. 

If the majority of the class have the same attainment grade to be recorded 

you may wish to bulk enter a grade for the whole class and then edit the 

exceptions. 

You may wish to consider the whole cohort against a single expectation or a 

single pupil against all expectations. 

In the following slides we will look at the different ways of entering data. 



Buckinghamshire County Council 

Entering Data – Formative – Bulk Entry and Editing Exceptions  

Right click on any of the green column headers and Click on Select Grade 

for Column. 
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Entering Data – Formative – Bulk Entry and Editing Exceptions   

Double click on any of the displayed grades to record them against the 

whole cohort. 
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Entering Data – Formative – Bulk Entry and Editing Exceptions   
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Entering Data – Formative – Bulk Entry and Editing Exceptions   
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Entering Data – Formative – Bulk Entry and Editing Exceptions   
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Entering Data – Formative – Pupil by Pupil  

Right click on a single cell and then click on Select Grade for Cell 
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Entering Data – Formative – Pupil by Pupil  

A similar dialogue box is displayed, but this time with more options at the 

bottom. 
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Entering Data – Formative – Pupil by Pupil  

If you wish to consider one pupil against all expectations, tick the box.  If you 

wish to consider the whole cohort against a single expectation, leave the 

box unticked. 
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Entering Data – Formative – Pupil by Pupil  
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Entering Data – Formative – Pupil by Pupil  
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Quick Analysis of the Cohort 

Right click on any of the column headers and click Show Grade Distribution. 
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Quick Analysis of the Cohort  

The box below will appear.  Change the radio buttons to see quick analysis 

of the data entered in that column. 
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Quick Analysis of the Cohort  

At the top of the Programme of Study data entry screen there are options to 

display Summary Rows and Summary Columns.   
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Quick Analysis of the Cohort  

With Summary Columns active you get instant feedback on each pupils 

progress towards Secure/Mastery of both the whole Programme of Study 

and the currently set School Expectations. 
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Quick Analysis of the Cohort  

With Summary Rows active you get instant feedback on the progress of the 

whole selected cohort towards Secure/Mastery of each expectation. 
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Entering Data - Summative 

You also have the ability to record a summative judgement of how well each 

pupil is progressing towards meeting all of the expectations inside a strand. 

You can record comments regarding Strengths and Next Steps in relation to 

each strand.  These comments can be used simply as an aide memoire for 

class teachers or, if you wish, they can be used to populate your reports to 

parents/carers.   

If you choose to use the comments for end of year reports bespoke 

templates can be created which are personalised to your school. These can 

include attendance information and other data that is stored in your SIMS 

Database.   
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Entering Data - Summative 

Summative columns sit between the pupil data, progress towards 

expectations and formative data entry columns, allowing the class teacher to 

take all the relevant factors into account when recording their judgements 
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Entering Data - Summative 
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Entering Data - Summative 
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Entering Data - Summative 
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Entering Data - Summative 



Buckinghamshire County Council 

Entering Data - Summative 
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Entering Data – Next Half Term 

When you move into the next half term you don’t lose sight of the data you 

have already entered. 

You will either reenter the Programme of Study from the screen below and 

select a different half term. 
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Entering Data – Next Half Term 

If you are still inside the Programme of Study Data Entry screen you can 

select your next half term by clicking on the red box showing which half term 

you are currently in and selecting the appropriate term from the drop down 

list. 
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Entering Data – Next Half Term 

If you are still inside the Programme of Study Data Entry screen you can 

select your next half term by clicking on the red box showing which half term 

you are currently in and selecting the appropriate term from the drop down 

list. 
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Entering Data – Next Half Term 

Any data entered previously is indicated by a slice of colour.  It will continue 

to count in the Summary Rows and Columns until it is changed so if a pupil 

has not made progress there is no need to reenter the previous formative 

judgement. 
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Analysing Data  

The Programme of Study area contains a number of built in “One Click” 

analysis reports. 

Using the data in your SIMS database it can provide you with an overview of 

the attainment and progress of your whole cohort, individual classes, and 

vulnerable groups such as Pupil Premium, EAL, SEN vs the “none” 

equivalents. 

The information SIMS uses to identify which pupils are in a “vulnerable” 

group is that which much be recorded for your school census, reducing the 

administrative burden of tracking these pupils. 
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Analysing Data  

Demo only 

This functionality will not be available in school 

until after the Summer Upgrade has been applied. 
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Producing Reports 

Also built into SIMS is a Programme of Study Strand tracking report which 

shows graphically the progress a pupil is making against both School 

Expectation and national expectations. 

You can build bespoke reports using the summative comments for each 

strand and any of the grades that have been entered in the summative or 

formative sections of the Programme of Study.  You can also include key 

information from SIMS such as attendance statistics and prefilling 

parent/carer information on reply slips. 

Custom report templates can be uploaded to the pupil’s linked documents 

area, allowing easy sharing of information between staff.  If you are using 

SIMS Learning Gateway reports can also be shared there with 

parents/carers. 
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Producing Reports – Subject/Strand Report 
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Producing Reports – Bespoke Report for Core Subjects using 

Summative Levels & Comments from Programme of Study 
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Producing Reports – Bespoke Report for Core Subjects using 

Summative Levels & Comments from Programme of Study 
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Producing Reports – Bespoke Report for Core and Foundation 

Subjects Using Comments from Programme of Study 
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Producing Reports – Bespoke Report for Core and Foundation 

Subjects Using Comments Only from Programme of Study 
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Further Information and Next Steps 

All resources provided today will be made available on SchoolsWeb for 

you to produce additional copies for your staff. 

 

The Bucks CC SIMS team will be running a series of workshops to 

support your staff with their initial data entry into the new system. 

We also operate a telephone support line with remote access to your PCs 

to allow us to log on and support their data entry if they are not able to 

attend a workshop. 

 

If you would prefer bespoke on site training as part of your INSET or CPD 

programme we can also provide this, please contact Sheryl Everett to 

discuss your requirements. 
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Further Information and Next Steps 

If you are interested in bespoke report templates to produce your end of 

year reports to parents then please contact Helen Scott to discuss your 

requirements. 

 

If you do not yet have access to SIMS in the classroom please contact us 

or your hardware support team to discuss this. 



Buckinghamshire County Council 

Thank you for your time,  

 

 

any questions? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


